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o The aim of the first study was to determine what children
understand by the term nature in order to develop @
suitable illustrated questioning instrument.
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o Two primary and seven secondary school classes from Germany were surveyed (8%
were between 7 and 9 years of age, 67.76% between 10 and 12 years and 23.5%
between 13 and 15 years)
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o Date was assessed via paper and pencil qguestionnaire.
o R EMBETT U7 — FERAEZITO

o The participants had to name up o three items that are essential
parts of nature for them.
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o The evaluation quantified how often individual components of nature were
mentioned.
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o For ferms that occurred more frequently (>5; e.g., trees), a separate category
]Yvos %dded and these were then not placed in a top category (e.g., plants or
orest).
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o Terms with only a few mentions (<5) were assigned to a suitable top category
(e.g., insects to animals).
o AEILALHF-BHEEBIE Yy THATIVIZTHESND,
o Green was used as a collective category for naming the color green, leaves
or grass
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o Especially in environmental psychology, the question of what
exactly is understood by the term nature often remains undefined
[Ives, 2017].
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o In another Dutch study, people counted the sea, wind, the sun, but also
animals and plants as part of real nature. Particularly important were forests,
which 69% of the participants mentioned [Buijs, 1997]. Van den Born et al. [Van
den Born,2001] discovered that, for example, the rainforest, wind or
heathlands were considered ‘real’ natfure.
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nThsd,

o Qur study supports these findings from previous studies and provides a number
of new insights into children's perception of nature.
o KARIILFIOMEZYHR—FL., FEHEENBARZEDLSIIZEHL TLEMNIZTDOLNTEH
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o The results show that animals and planfts in parficular are seen as an
Important part of nature, with the forest and trees being explicitly

mentioned by many students.
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since about one third of the country where the survey took place
(Germany) is covered with forest [Statistisches Bundesamt, 2020] kA Y
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o Different animals (67.8%), different plants (51.9%),
meadows (15.3%), and mountains (4.4%) were

used.
o Bi¥) (67.8%) . HEY (51.9%) . ER (15.3%) . WU (4.4%)
75”%%31’1'7":0

o The three water types (water 13.1%; lake 8.7%; 3.8%
river) were, in order not to overload the illustration,
summarized and represented only by a river.

o 3FEFEEDIK (13.1%MIK; 8.7%Dith; 3.8%DI)) [F. HA@EEFI
BolEWEDIZ, FEHTINEIFTREREINT =,

o The picture works with a lot of green (10.9%) and

should give an impression of tranquility (13.1%).

o BICIEZ <Dk (10.9%) BNEHN., FFITS (13.1%) ZHIRMT
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